AT&T,  Randall  Stephen 
son,  and  Ernst  &  Young. 
James  Turley,  haw  been 
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BAPTISTS  RESPOND  —  Joe  Ross,  member  of  First  Church,  Meridian,  and  a  volunteer  for 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  ReiiefTask  Force,  helps  prepare  the  Feb.  18  evening  meal  for 
victims  of  the  EF4  tornado  that  struck  the  Hattiesburg  area  in  south  Mississippi  on  the  after¬ 
noon  of  Feb.  10.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 

Baptists  mobilize  tornado  response 

By  IftMam  H.  Parkins  Jr.  Service  flattened  houses  and**-  winds  greater  than  aoo  miles  per 

—  —  tensiveb  damaged  at  least  one  hoar.  Preliminary  estimates  put 

tottor  Ow.  rwt,  _  - J  tK.  •  -  ■  » 


Mississippi  Baptist  disas¬ 
ter  relief  volunteers  are  still  on 
the  scene  of  a  powerful  tornado 
that  tore  through  the  Hatties¬ 
burg  area  on  the  afternoon  of 
Feb.  to,  damaging  or  destroy¬ 
ing  up  to  8oo  homes  and  raking 
the  campus  of  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi. 


outhem  Mississippi. 

The  tornado,  designated 
EF-4  by  the  National  Weal 


Campaign  heats  up  to  free  U.S.  pastor 

NA8MNALLE  (BP  and  local  reports)  —  Calk  are  in-  the  notorious  Evin  Prison  in  Tehran,  where  he  if 
tensifyingfortheUA  to  pressure  Iran  to  free  pastor  reportedly  being  tortured,  beaten,  and  psychologi- 
SaeedAbedini,  a  U.S.  cmzrn  of  Iranian  descent  who  caity  abused.  Reports  indicate  that  guards  and  pns- 
is  being  tortured  in  an  Iranian  prison  and  peraecut-  oners  alike  do  not  swsnrisle  with  Abedini  because 
fw  hw  (^pgriin  fatb  hf>  k  mnsifWMi  tn  his  Oiris- 

More  than  80  U.S.  Congress  members 
from  both  parties  signer!  a  Feb.  la  letter 
urging  UJS.  Secretary  of  State  Jchn  Kerry 
to'exnaust  every  possible  option  to  secure 
Mr.  Abedini's  immediate  rebase.* 


The  letter  joins  an  online  petition  by 
the  American  Center  for  Law  and  Justice 
(ACLJ).  The  petition,  which  currently  has 

nearly  260,000  signature*,  urges  U5.  _ 

President  Barack  Obama,  Kory,  and  Con-  ABEDINI 
pas  to  "take  aU  available  diplomatic  and 
legislative  action  to  pressure  Iran  to  reject  reli-  to 
gious  freedom  and  rebase  Pastor  Sneed.*  it 

The  nonprofit  ACLJ  Is  representing  Abedini's  te 
family  in  the  U.S.,  where  his  wife  Naghmeh  and 
mother  of  their  two  sons  has  expressed  fears  that  at 
she  might  not  hear  from  Abedini  for  eight  years,  the  cc 
length  of  his  current  sentence.  on 

Abedini  has  been  held  since  September  2013  in  0 


cally  abused.  Reports  indicate  that  guards  and  pri- 
oners  «Kkr  do  not  menrietr  with  Abedini  because 
he  is  oonadered  *undean*  due  to  his  Chris- 
turn  frith. 

The  ACLTs  European  arm  has  also 
called  on  the  United  Nations  Human 
Rights  Council  to  intervene. 

iVt  know  that  international  pressure 
works,*  ACLJ  Executive  Director  Jordan 
Sekulow  and  Matthew  dark,  an  ACLJ  at¬ 
torney,  wrote  on  the  group's  website.  *We 
saw  that  with  the  case  of  Pastor  Youcef 
II  Nadarkhani,  who  was  rebased  for  a  second 

time  earlier  this  year  after  being  sentenced 
to  execution  for  apostasy  (converting  to  Christian¬ 
ity).  His  freedom  is  the  direct  result  of  immense  in- 


Page  calls  Southern 
Baptists  to  ‘rise  up’ 
over  BSA  proposal 


i*1 

they  move  beyond 
die  bounds  of  their 
local  organization.’ 

In  conversations 

n 

that  the  conservative 
furor  will  die  down 
and  thnll  move  for¬ 
ward  with  that  which 

fc.  ^ 

they  puiposed  in  the 
first  puce." 

TURLEY 

tional  encoun 

Ipp£pj 

news  media  attention  as  well  as 
alarm  among  many  churches 
with  Scout  troops. 

While  local  Scout  organiza¬ 
tions  could  hold  to  "biblical 


The  inevitable  seasons  of  waiting 


fTtvere  are  times  when  it  seems  tike  I'm 
I  sitting  on  the  sidelines,  waiting  for 
A  some  divine  revelation  to  make  sense 
of  it  all.  Maybe  you've  been  there  too,  ask¬ 
ing  God,  "Where  do  I  go  from  here?  What’s 
the  next  step?  Is  this  ever  going  to  change?" 

Sometimes  we  feel  stud  waiting  for 
the  answer,  or  perhaps  vre’ve  convinced 
oureehes  that  we  have  the  answer  but  God 
doesn't  seem  to  be  on  the  same  page.  The 
solution  is  seemingly  right  there,  but  for 
whatever  reason  you’ve  been  given  what 

whether  God  really  is  mecaring,  involved 

Father  that  He  says  He  is.  that  our  speahc  request  will  be  gwm,  but 

In  tact,  one  biMcal  woman  shows  us  pethapswhrt  Hannahs  story  would Iteach 
that  hmvwe  wait  for  God  is  just  as  impor-  ustoiyisthatwhenweputaieGodfor 

tant  as  what  we're  waiting  for  Him  to  do.  who  He  is  more  than  for  what  He  can  do, 
Hannah  had  wanted  just  one  thing  from  the  <wr  waiting seas** 1™*"*- 
Lord  —  a  son.  After  enduring  years  of  being  bfo.When  we  re^  m  the  trufri  that  the  same 


Guest  opinion 

with  Katie  McCoy 


he  pleaded  with  the  and  gives  only  good  things  to  His  children 
s,  if  you  wffl  indeed  (Matthew  7:11),  then  our  seasons  of  waiting 

fvour  servant  and  can  become  times  of  expectant  hope, 
forget  your  servant.  What  do  you  find  yourself  waggon 

rvant  a  son,  then  I  will  today?  Sure,  w  could  jump  into  the  oon- 
I  the  days  of  his  life’  venient,  quick-fix  solution,  tired  of  feeling 

restricted  and  like  you’re  on  the  outside 
nd  poured  out  her  looking  in,  but  God  has  promised  that  He 

y  guarantee  that  the  is  good  to  those  who  wait  for  Him  (Psalm 

her  lording.  Hannah  27.14)  and  that  if  you're  caBed  according  to 
ts  no  longer  sad'  (v.  His  purpose.  He  will  work  aB  things  together 

art  of Godeven  before  for  your  good  (Romans  8:28). 


together  against  the 
bloody  stain  of  alco¬ 
hol  that  continues  to 
be  smeared  acroas 
our  state  and  na¬ 
tion.  Virtually  every 
family  in  Mississippi 
has  been  negatively 
affected  in  some  way 


ends  in  death,  such 
as  medical  prob¬ 
lems  not  associ¬ 
ated  with  cancer, 
automobile  acci¬ 
dents,  injuries  from 
operating  danger¬ 


s’.  She  had  surrendered  He  has  only  good  in  mind  for  you!  Even 
He  had  in  store.  more.  The  Lord  has  already  promised  that 

re  striking  about  Han-  He  will  fulfill  His  purpose  for  you  (Psalm 
ier  focus.  In  the  deepest  138:8)  and  that  none  of  those  who  wait  for 
r  focus  was  still  not  on  the  Lord  will  be  ashamed  (Psalm  25:3).  Will 
.  She  had  already  deter-  you  trust  His  kind  intentions  for  you,  even 
God  give  her  the  one  when  it  feels  Kke  you've  been  forgotten?  Will 

■  *  ' '  ’  ’  '  ’  you  wait  for  Him  to  act  when  it  seems  like 

youH  never  see  the  results?  "For  smee  the 
world  began,  no  ear  has  heard,  and  no  eye 
has  seen  a  God  like  yon,  who  works  for  those 
who  wait  for  him!’  (Isaiah  64^). 

Will  you  wait  on  the  Lord  in  your 
waiting  season? 

McCou  is  the  editor  of  BMicalWoman. 
com  ana  is  pursuing  a  ml).  in  systematic 
theology  at  Southwestern  Seminary  in  R. 
Worth.  This  column  first  appeared  at  Bib- 
hca/W (tman  .ora,  a  blog  of  Southwestern 
Seminary,  ana  appears  here  courtesy  of 


this  fife  that  she  wanted  —  she  would  Dve 
that  son  back  to  the  Lord,  dedicating  him 
to  His  service. 

Perhaps  we  can  leam  something  from 
this  woman  in  waiting.  Hannah  surrendered 
to  trusting  the  wifi  and  timing  of  God,  even  if 
it  meant  grvina  back  the  very  Messing  she'd 
hoped  for  all  these  years.  God  did  give  Han¬ 
nah  a  son  (1  Samuel  1:20),  and  Hannah  gave 


of  the  American  Journal  of  Pub¬ 
lic  Health,  lead  them  to  conclude 
that  bringing  down  alcohol  con¬ 
sumption  in  the  U.S.  should  be 
an  important  cancer  prevention 
strategy  since  alcohol  is  known 
to  cause  cancer  even  when  used 
small  amount!. 

How  small  an  amount?  The 
study  points  out  that  while  high- 


someone  in  our  state 
killed  or  permanently 


BlptistRecord 


IK  The  Editor.  Baptist 

foctrt.ro  00.530 

Jackson.  MS 
3S205-OS30 

Tat  1801)  96fr  3800 
hK  HOT)  292-3330 


re  already 


BAPTISTS 


February  2 1,20 1 3  The  Baptist  Record 


True  Love  waits  marks  20th  anniversary 


Sexual  purity  movement 
impacts  teenagers  across 
countries,  generations 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local 
raporta)  —  True  Love  Waits 
morphed  from  a  nameless 
concept  in  coffee  break  con¬ 
versations  into  a  movement 
that,  beginning  in  February 
>993.  steadily  spread  to  teen¬ 
agers  across  the  country. 

That  month,  53  youth  at  Tu¬ 
lip  Grove  Church  in  Old  Hick¬ 
ory,  Tn.,  committed  them¬ 
selves  to  sexual  abstinence 
before  marriage.  In  the  20 
years  since,  millions  of  teenag¬ 
ers  have  followed  suit,  bring¬ 
ing  abstinence  to  the  national 
conversation  and  strengthen¬ 
ing  innumerable  marriages 
before  they  ever  began. 

The  grassroots  movement 
calling  teenagers  to  make 
commitments  of  purity  cel¬ 
ebrated  its  local -churcn  an¬ 
niversary  with  a  True  Love 
Waits-themed  Disciple  Now 
weekend  Feb.  1-3  at  the  Nash- 
ville-area  churcn  where  the 
first  group  of  students  made  a 
True  Love  Waits  pledge. 

The  pledge  states,  "  Be¬ 
lieving  that  true  love  waits. 
I  make  a  commitment  no 
God,  myself,  my  family,  my 
friends,  my  future  mate,  and 
my  future  children  to  be  sexu¬ 
ally  abstinent  from  this  day 
until  the  day  I  enter  a  biblical 
marriage  relationship.* 

Richard  Ross,  professor  of 
student  ministry  at  Southwest¬ 
ern  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  cofounded  the  move¬ 
ment  with  then  fellow-LifeWay 
employee  Jimmy  Hester  while 
also  serving  as  youth  minister 
at  Tulip  Grove  Church.  During 
the  20th  anniversary  weekend 
at  the  church,  Ross  watched  as 
a  second 


their  purity  before  1 

*In  several  cases,  I  was 
speaking  to  teenagers  who  are 
the  teenage  children  of  those 
who  made  the  first  promises,’ 
Ross  said,  marveling  at  the 
wonder  of  leading  those  he 
knew  as  babies  in  the  same 
commitment  as  their  parents 
to  wait  for  their  future  mate. 

Susan  Fitzgerald  Bohannon 
was  among  that  first  group  of 
students  making  True  Love 
Waits  commitments  at  Tulip 
Grove  Church.  Now  married 
and  the  mother  of  three,  Bo¬ 
hannon  noted  that  the  move¬ 
ment  that  began  when  she 
was  a  teenager  has  reached 
beyond  her  Tennessee  church 
to  impact  the  lives  of  people 
across  the  world  as  they  make 
the  transition  from  child¬ 
hood  to  adulthood  with  their 
purity  intact. 


True  Love  Waits  was  not 
just  for  one  generation  of 
teens  but  every  generation  of 
teens,’  Bohannon  said.  The 
children  who  are  being  bom 
now  will  be  teens  one  day, 
and  it  will  be  for  them.  It  is 
not  a  movement  that  is  rele¬ 
vant  to  only  our  culture  or  our 
ways,  but  [it  is]  an  interna¬ 
tional,  intergenerational  and 
timeless  movement.’ 

International  movement 

Sine*  its  formation.  True 
Love  Waits  has  spread  to  more 
than  too  countries  —  some¬ 
thing  for  which  Ross  said  only 
God  can  receive  the  credit. 
’For  a  Supreme  Being,  this 
was  no  problem  at  all.  lie  fact 
that  the  movement  continues 
in  its  20th  year  is  a  clear  in¬ 
dication  that  it  is  empowered 
by  the  Spirit  of  God  and  not  by 
some  human  ingenuity.* 

Ross  said  it  was  the  Lord’s 
hand  that  allowed  the  move 
ment  to  spread  beyond  the 
walla  of  Tulip  Grove.  “W*  had 
virtually  no  funds  for  advertis¬ 
ing  to  let  people  know  about 
the  movement,  so  God  simply 
harnessed  the  entire  news  In¬ 
dustry  at  zero  cost. 

’As  I  explained  True  Love 
Waits  to  Katie  Couric  on  the 
Today  Show,  or  as  Oprah  in¬ 
terviewed  the  teenagers  on  her 
show,  that  was  more  power¬ 
ful  than  millions  of  dollars  of 
advertising.  Virtually  every 
national  news  [outlet]  or  local 
news  coverage  carried  stories 
about  True  Love  Waits.  You 
cannot  explain  that  other  than 
the  Spirit  of  God.* 

The  year  2014  ‘will  mark 
True  Love  Waits’  20th  year  as 
an  outreach  of  LifeWay  Chris¬ 
tian  Resources  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC), 
which  picked  up  the  ministry 
as  it  gained  momentum. 

More  than  100,000  teens' 
commitment  cards  were  dis¬ 
played  at  the  1994  SBC  annual 
meeting  in  Orlando  followed 
by  a  display  of  200,000-plus 
commitments  on  the  National 
Mall  in  Washington,  D.C.,  in 
July  of  that  year. 

Though  a  tally  has  never 
been  kept  of  tnose  who  have 
made  tne  True  Love  Waits 
pledge,  a  U.S.  government 
study  conducted  three  years 
after  True  Love  Waits  began 
found  that  three  million  teen¬ 
agers  had  made  a  promise  of 
purity.  As  the  movement  grew 
and  expanded  into  other  de¬ 
nominations  and  countries, 


20  YEARS  ON  —  Richard  Ross,  co-founder  of  True  Love  Waits  and  a  professor  at  Southwest¬ 
ern  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  prays  Feb.  3  with  about  65  teenagers  and  their  parents  during  a 
True  Love  Waits  ceremony  marking  the  20th  anniversary  of  the  ministry  at  Tulip  Grove  Church, 
the  Nashville-area  church  where  it  all  began.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  theTennessee  Baptist  & 
Reflector) 


Ross  believes  the  number  of 
commitments  made  to  date 
reaches  into  the  multimillions. 

Positive  results 

In  the  20  years  of  True  Love 
Waits’  existence,  the  United 
States  has  seen  a  decrease  in 
teenage  sexual  activity.  Before 
then,  there  had  been  20  years 
of  steady  increases.  In  coun¬ 
tries  where  the  movement  has 
spread,  AIDS  infection  rates 
also  have  declined  while  the 
numbers  continue  to  rise  in 
other  nations. 

Copycat  programs  also 
sprang  up  along  the  way.  For 
example,  the  Mississippi  De¬ 
partment  of  Human  Services 
created  a  secular  version  of  the 
ministry,  named  it  ’Love  Can 
Wait  *  and  marketed  it  to  the 
state’s  youth. 

Part  of  the  longevity  of  the 
movement  can  be  traced  to  its 
leadership,  which  understands 
that  effective  teenage  deci¬ 
sions  must  be  heart-based  and 
not  fear-based. 

Teenagers  live  with  a  de¬ 
velopmental  characteristic 
Ihe  myth  of  invulnera- 
,Ross  said.  They  really 
lieve  that  baa  things 
can  happen  to  them,  which 
means  calling  young  people  to 
abstinence  and  purity  only  to 
avoid  negative  consequences 
will  never  be  effective. 

*We  have  to  give  them 
much  stronger  ana  a  much 
higher  motivation,*  he  said. 
Triey  really  need  to  believe 
that  they're  committing  the 
most  intimate  part  of  who  they 
are  for  the  glory  of  the  King.’ 


Glorifying  Christ 

Ross  explained  that  while 
True  Love  Waits’  focus  always 


sexually  transmitted  diseases 
and  unintended  pregnancies, 
it  stretches  beyond  simply  be¬ 
ing  an  obedient  Christian.  The 
focus,  Ross  explained,  is  the 
glorification  and  magnification 
of  Christ 

‘In  the  past.  True  Love 
Waits  young  people  have  often 
made  promises  thinking,  ‘Jesus 
wants  me  to  do  this  because  it 
will  make  my  life  better,  so  bad 
things  will  not  happen  to  me, 
so  I  will  not  be  a  disobedient 
Christian,”  Ross  said. 

There  is  an  element  of 
truth  in  each  of  those  state¬ 
ments,  but  I  detect  a  shift 
[toward]  ‘Not  that  I  do  this 
so  that  my  life  will  be  better, 
but  I  choose  purity  for  Christ’s 
glory.  I  am  doing  this  for  His 
sake,  not  my  sake.  I  am  doing 
this  because  He  deserves  ado¬ 
ration,  and  the  purity  of  my 
life  is  a  way  to  show  Him  that 
adoration.'  The  focus  comes 
off  of  ‘me,’  and  the  focus  goes 
to  ‘Him.’  There  is  no  moral- 
ism.  If  I  choose  sexual  purity 
for  the  glory  of  Christ,  that  is 
just  pure  worship.’ 

Ross  said  he  has  seen  that 
act  of  worship  transfer  into 


been  melted  down  and  have 
become  part  of  wedding  rings. 
We  know  of  tattered  True  L an 
Waits  cards  that  have  been  ex¬ 
changed  by  brides  and  grooms 
after  riding  in  a  billfold  or  puree 
for  many  years. 

“I  have  loved  this  for  the  iof 
it  brought  to  the  couple  hat 
also  for  the  witness  it  is  to  tlm 
younger  youth  watching  from 
the  audience.  They  got  to  see 
the  power  of  promises  kept.’ 

New  generation 

By  the  end  of  the  Disciple 
Now  weekend  at  Tulip  Grose 
Church,  65  more  teenagers 
made  promises  they  pray  Is 
keep  as  well.  Jeff  Pratt,  Tulip 
Grove’s  youth  pastor,  said  the 
commitment  service  on  Sund^ 
was  a  great  day  for  the  church. 

“It  was  awesome  to  see  6$ 
teenagers  kneeling  before  the 
altar,  making  commitments  Ss 
purity  and  being  led  by  Rich¬ 
ard  Ross.  Richard  has  such 
a  great  legacy  here  at  Tulip 
Grove  ana  there  could  not 
have  been  a  better  person  ta 
lead  us  for  our  weekend. 

“I  am  praying  that  this  is  the 
beginning  of  a  new  generation 
of  students  who  win  be  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  lordship  of  Jesss 
Christ  and  will  demonstrate 
that  through  their  commitment 


act  ot  worship  transfer  into 
worship  through  marriage.  ’In  to  purity, 
scores  of  weddings  over  the  past  Parents,  youth  leaders,  and 


20  years,  brides  and  grooms 
have  made  slight  changes  to  the 
wedding  ceremony  in  order  to 
celebrate  promises  they  made 
as  teenagers. 

“For  example,  we  know  of 
True  Love  Waits  rings  that  have 


Parents,  youth  leaders,  and 
students  who  want  to  learn 
more  about  True  Love  Waits, 
such  as  how  to  hold  a  com¬ 
mitment  service  in  a  local 
church  or  how  to  sign  a  com¬ 
mitment  card  online,  can  visit 
truelovewaits.com. 
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More  and  more  people  are  liv¬ 
ing  to  be  too  years  old  and 
beyond.  Statistically  there  are 
more  people  in  America  today  who  are 
at  least  a  hundred  years  old  than  ever 
before  in  our  history,  and  the  number 
is  growing.  The  average  lifespan  in 
America  is  now  mid-seventies,  and 
it  continues  to  increase.  People  who 
live  to  too  or  more  live  about  25  per¬ 
cent  longer  than  the  average  person. 

I  remember  the  first  person  I  knew 
who  was  a  hundred  years  old.  He  was 
a  member  of  a  church  that  I  pastored, 
and  I  was  fascinated  not  only  with 
the  fact  that  he  had  reached  that 
century  mark  but  by  the  fact  that  at 
too  he  was  still  mentally  sharp  and 
physically  strong. 

As  I  was  visiting  with  him  one  day, 

I  asked  him  to  what  did  he  contrib¬ 
ute  his  longevity?  Obviously,  it  was  a 
question  that  he  had  been  asked  many 
times.  He  quickly  answered.  "I  have 
never  smoked.  1  never  drank.  In  fact, 

I  do  not  know  what  alcoholic  bever¬ 
ages  taste  like.  I  never  married,  and 
1  always  respected  and  obeyed  my 
parents."  He  was  a  strong  Christian 
gentleman  and  believed  in  what  the 
commandments  said,  ‘Honor  your 
father  and  your  mother."  He  then 
pointed  out  to  me  that  it  was  the  first 
commandment  with  promise.  Of 
course,  he  was  right.  There  is  some¬ 
thing  spiritual  woven  into  the  teach¬ 
ing  from  God  that  when  we  have  high 

_ _ 1  _ L.a _ : _ ' 


One  Hundred  Years  Old 


folks  and  realized  what  was  gome 

that  at  the  house.  There  were  multiple  on  around  thenj.  They  enjoyed  the 
o  pay  generations  of  kids,  middle-age  folks,  relationships  that  they  had.  It  appears 
sn  and  even  some  senior  adults  much  as  though  they  resisted  tlu  tempta- 
riger.  younger  than  her  there.  They  were  not  tion  of  just  walking  in  the  past  or  the 
were  being  rambunctious  or  disruptive,  but  equal  temptation  of  just  hoping  for  the 
ieir  they  were  just  there  with  her  talking,  future.  They  enjoyed  the  day. 

ain  watching  television,  and  interact-  I  so  often  reminded  of  that  verse 

For  ing.  As  she  was  resting,  you  could  in  Psalm  118:24  where  the  Psalmist 
lount  hear  the  sounds  of  people  talking  and  says,  “This  is  the  day  that  the  Lord 
to  be  every  once  in  a  while  you  would  hear  hath  made;  I  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in 
ler  the  gentle  laughter  of  some  children's  it."  It  adpears  as  though  people  who 
voices.  live  fulllives  in  time  also  live  full  lives 

it  of  I  have  met  other  people  who  were  in  it.  They  capture  the  day  at  hand, 

at  for  a  hundred  who  lived  alone,  but  that  and  they  don’t  just  fill  up  years  with 
lived  simply  meant  that  they  lived  in  the  life,  but  they  fill  life  with  life.  Jesus 
i  house  by  themselves  most  of  the  time,  said,  “l  am  come  to  give  you  life,  and 

ly  They  were  always  in  touch  with  people  to  give  it  more  abundantly’  (John 

eems  by  telephone,  knocks  at  the  door,  or  10:10).  It  is  a  wonderful  dynamic  and 
th  of  someone  delivering  some  food.  They  living  truth  that  Jesus  wants  our  lives 
e  or  were  seldom,  if  ever,  lonely.  It  seems  to  be  filled  to  the  max.  Those  who  stay 

>-  as  though  loneliness  is  a  quiet,  emo-  at  the  living  task  the  longest  seem  to 

than  tional  cancer  that  saps  a  person  of  be  always  looking  for  blessings  that 
not  a  strength,  hope,  desire,  and  future.  would  come  their  way,  opportunities 
with  Another  common  feature  in  to  help  and  encourage  others,  and  to 

at  most  of  the  people  who  are  in  make  the  most  out  of  this  one  day  that 

the  their  hundreds  is  that  they  live  the  Lord  has  given  us. 

pad  in  rural  area*.  Certainly,  there  are  In  the  main,  they  seem  to  be 

just  people  in  cities  who  live  to  be  a  hun-  people  who  come  to  each  sun- 

1  in  dred.  But  when  I  saw  that  was  a  fact  rise  with  that  kind  of  positive 

'ere  that  most  of  them  shared,  I  thought  attitude  and  good  heart  that  not 

r’  il  shout  how  good  it  is  to  live  as  the  only  serves  them  well  but  blesses 

folks.  Psalmist  might  want  us  to  remember  everybody  around  them.  We  may 

{8-  '"'■'ere  there  are  green  pastures  and  not  live  to  be  a  hundred,  but  we  can 

le  and  still  waters.  While  everyone  cannot  live  this  day  seeking  to  serve  our  Lord 

ready  live  on  the  family  farm  and  enjoy  the  and  to  at  least  find  somebody  who  in 
ew  sweet  rhythms  of  country  life  with  the  word,  thought,  or  deed  we  can  bless 
sounds  of  animals  in  the  distance  or  a  and  encourage.  Just  remember  that 
n-  rooster  dose  by  to  wake  us  up,  it  does  when  you  lift  them  it  lifts  you. 
was  seem  to  be  a  wonderful  thing  that  is  a 

i  of  contributor  to  long  life  when  you  do  The  author  can  be  contacted  at 

‘ere  not  have  to  live  in  the  heated  noise  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


>  Donald  (Don)  L  Pouns,  Brandon,  is  available  for  pulpit  supply,  in¬ 
terim  pastorate,  revivals,  meetings,  and  other  conferences.  He  not  been 
m  the  ministry  35  years  and  is  a  former  resident  of  McComb.  He  a  mar¬ 
ried  to  Diane  Gonnch  Pouns  of  Brandon.  He  can  be  reached  at  (601) 
954-8140  or  brodip2003@yahoo.com. 


Kgs 

VFK  UR  OVCK  LFAN  AURG,  HRA  LO  EN 
CFAN  AUR  FRZA  ANBFO,  AUVA  C  GVP 
JMRVTU  AURMR  VHON:  SNM  AUR- 
MRSNMR  TVGT\  C  SNMAU. 


First  Year 
GUARANTEED 


IMON  HALL  BAPTBT  CHURCH  REAMUEL  BAPTBT  CHURCH  GREEN* 

bROorhavbl  hr  b  s son  a  part-  wood,  ■  seekmg  a  blyocatonal 

TIE  BA  VOCATIONAL  YOUTH  HECTOR.  IMSTER  OF  HUSK  Run  may  ba 
Raainei  may  be  mated  tots  dan*  at  1242  emalad  to  fccUMagnat  a  nEad  to  ATTN 
***  fr*  8  E,  teooMmv  MB  MOV  Rone  Bwh.  toman*  Baptel  Ouch  914 
ATTENTION  Tbuto  Omctor  Search  Commatoa  Madron  Or.  Gwanecod.  MS  34930 
M4TESAWBAPWT CHURCH  PRENTISS  FUST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  NETTLETO*  S 
HR  B  SEEWNC  A  PART-TEE  WORSHP  SEEKMG  A  PART -TEE  STUDENT  PASTOR 
LEADERMNBTER  OF  HUBC.  Raaumea  Ptoaaa  land  name  to:  Fan  Bapea  Qudi. 
mqraewrttD  <*EaarrtWI?teMilal  animal  **>  Sudan Paatr Search Cor.rtEe.P0 Boa 
or  IMiteaand  BapSat  CTutfi.  AAanaon  Same  <27,  NaHaton  MS  MSB 
ConvnHn.  IE  VMHaand  CTuUi  Road,  morthcrest  baptist  rHuftOMw  vor. 
Pam* MS  ”74  FUE1.7E4.74 

FBBT  BAPTBT  CHURCH  HCUBl  HS  B  FOLLONEG  POBTWR  RJU  TEE  YOUTH 
SEEKING  A  FUU.-TRE. YOUTH  NNBTER  PASTOR  "■ -f  trill  nduda  kadtog 
FEaaa  rand  naum  to  MRati  FM  Bar**  sum  gradaa  7-12  IMaa  land  name  to 
OudvP.O.  BuH,  McLanMS  3B45B  obafrutoaafcnteLcan  s 


GVMY  NFR:  AUCMAP-RCEUA 


Clue:  H  -  L 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 

l  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 

coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer'  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Luke  Two:  Twenty-six 
By  Chattel  Marx,  1912-2004.0  2005 
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Borry  Worrell,  662-226-5316 
|bor  ry#wnmoww)bop>.  org) 


u/cie 


6018356639 


Mart'll  22-23.  2013 


Together. 


P  uirmlil  brarAji 
Vl  in  1st  t^Rt^t  real 


(^raywa  Camp  ami  Conference  Center 

Clinton,  MLvs. 

8:30  a.m„  March  22  -  noon,  March  23 
For  more  information  contact  Judy  Chen  with  the  Communication  Services  Dept,  of 

the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  atr 


T  \  m 

ntoct  Cathy  Toytor, 

Registration  is  required. 

1-800-748-1651,  ext.  305, 

ST  GEJESSSS 

^Postor /Leadership  Development  Deportment 

elopment  De; 


April  22  -  Mississippi  College,  Clinton 
April  23  —  Bine  Mountain  College,  Bine  Mountain 
April  24  -  William  Carey  University,  Hattiesburg 
Featured  presenters  at  all  locations: 

Daniel  Caldwell 
Wayne  VanHom 
Ronald  Meeks 
Alan  Woodward 

The  book  of  Revelation  -  “Together  for  Christ** 

8:30  a.m.  -  i  pan. 

'  f.  "V  - 

Contact  Keith  Gordon  for  more  information, 

L 1-800-748-1651,  ext.  307,  or  601-292-3307. 

Wr-  anST  Registration  reanestedJfe 


6:30  -  9  p.m. 

CONFERENCES 


CaNwy  Baptist 

Church 


jvntS'Xm 

M  Baptist  Church 


MISSIONS 

WEEKEND 

EVENT! 


Cost:  $58 


FOR  ALL  VBS  LEADERS 


TPlfT 

niT* 

i  \l  L _ . 

)  I1  s 

^  I 


cum  mm,  me*. 

Learn  how  to  challenge  kids  to  face  their  fears  and  trust 
God  as  they  zip  along  the  rollercoaster  of  life.  Through 
•very  twist  and  turn,  well  examine  how  to  help  them  live 
with  a  spirit  of  power,  love,  and  sound  Judgement. 

VBS  materials  will  be  on  display  and  available  to  purchase 
from  LifeWay  Christian  Resources. 

An  overview  of  LifeWay  Curriculum,  Worship  Rally.  Crafts, 
and  Snacks 

Training  Sessions  for  Evangelism.  Promotion,  and  Decorations 

more  Information  contact  Angle  Boydstun  at  aboydstunOmbcb.org  or 
Jo  Wasson  at  JwassonOmbcb.org 
or  cal  1-600-746-1651.  ext.  292.  or  601-292-3292 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson.  MS 


1 2:30-5:30  p.m. 

"SENIORS  -  Heed  how  you  hear  the  Word  I" 

Luke  8:18 


Harrisburg  BC,  Tupelo 

FBC,  Vicksburg 

mt  i 

»ov»/  rKoyuno 

May  21 

May  23 

May  30 

Preacher: 

Preacher: 

Preacher: 

Jim  Futral,  MBCB 

Argile  Smith,  Pineview,  La. 

Clarence  Cooper,  Brandon  BC 

Registration  Cost:  $5  at  the  door  or  one  week  before  the  registration  date  to  receive  the  gift 
bag.  Mail  Registration  to:  MBCB  Conference  Office,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205-0530 
or  call  Jo  at  500-745-1651,  ext.  392 


w  tfaBteiiv  t  v jL-  r*  ’ 

iPTTI  1 1  JT^nrri  (  £•»  it? 


Going  to  college  this  fall? 

Have  you  considered  calling 
the  Baptist  Student  Union? 

We  would  Mce  to  be  your  first  stop  in  helping  you  find 
your  way  around' 


rtfcivstf]  ^ 

:f6>  ^TTSTiTSM^. 
•  ii  -'ivsn 
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iru~7lNi;;.irj,r  Ttv  tTTR-  7TT 

PASTORS  AND  WORSHIP  LEADERS  , 

WORKSHOPS 


mgm SU 


601.2f2.32W 
•00  607  2736 
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Sunday-School  Teac 
'uesdayf  March  5*20 


:30  pjnf?^:30  p' 
Triangle  Baptist  Associ 


XI 


w 


T 


African 


Pray  this  day  for... 


February  22  -  March  7 , 201 3 


‘  fphjtakth/lij,  he  is  a//s  tv  saw  b  /kt  a 
te  hjhp  JrAW  hMf  b  nuvke$i  -///m.  . .  * 


b  //is  n/brMPs/ 


J/ebeu>s?:2J> 


Prsy  for  Richard*  and  Pray  for  Guy*  and  Pray  tor  Thowaa*  Pr^fCTa.vc*jntgg 

Wanda  Oa«IC*iMBfnO-  Ondy-  CteMen.  rmsyorv  and  Karri  Dewatt.  frprnmcttaeliaen^ 

uonanes  mnstertng  K)  anes  minsemg  m  Stto-  msscranes  miniaenng  rwnponuiwcn. 

S3PF  |S£  St  13® 

getem  lam 


1  HssfleuraWungary  SotTh/fraa  M«h 


ftayfryavotnwrfrom 

Bechet  Baptist  Church. 
Mazedunt  traetng  to 

SoufriAaai  M«h  I  -  l<n 

toleadvKmdKBUc 

nudes 


Margaret  Fortenberry.  Gloria'  Glare,  rm- 

IMB  rmsionanes  mnser-  nonanes  rnrWertng  (d 


aranAfrv  Deaf 
Botswana  throu 


mtneU.i. 
■a  consuKa- 


ouoeech 

Ism 


Pray  fry  John*  and 
Sonia*  Grad*  mts- 

aonarip  mrcaring  to 
AmencadRAptes  n  (he 
US  J i l<|B churtv 
home  cudwfch  ana 
evengefcm 


a  group  of  s« 

■tfchomingo 


gong  to 
I  fry  evarv 

16-  ir 


Pray  fry  a  group  of  14 
from  First  Baptist 
Church  Corinth,  travel¬ 
ing  to  MdfWia  fry  ccm- 
murytysetwe  March 
7-11  # 


•These  Mernaoond  frilssion  Board  rtyssonartis  claim  as  iher  home  state  The  MB  nncsonanes  Wet)  in  the  Housetops  pr^er  calendar  are  arrerty  aove  n  2S  year  r 
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Ctakavwa 

*  .WWW  GAR  AY  W  A  ORG 

Registration  is'now  open 
for  2013  summer  camp  sessions 
and  for  Day  Camp! 

Missions  CampfforjGUIs  & 

dMP****«K.  n(f*wapw 
Missions  Camp  for  Students 

-  $165  per  camper 

Day  Camp  for  Boys^j^rls] 

-  $20  per'eamper  pprday 


For  more  info 

please  call  K a ren*6QVt9 24^03 4 
RegistrationTavailable^onlineS^. 

Lwww.  garaywa.org] 


Vr? _ _ 


aa2s 


"KMh#  1-  -  *Ttrre<M-20-e013 

Camp  II  -  June  27-29.  2013 

Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 
Kosciusko.  Miss 
Cost  $150 

Camp  tea  Includes:  Lodging,  meals, 
activities  and  T-shirt 


Registration  begins  at  10  am  on  the  Bret  day  of  camp 
Camp  concludes  with  lunch  on  the  last  day  of  camp. 
Registration  begin#  February  L  2013 

For  registration  information  contact  the 
MBCB  Sunday  School  Department  at 
601-292-3292  or  1-800-748-1651  ext  292 


legulating  Abortion  Drug  RU486  in  Mississippi 


rhe  Women's  Health 
Defense  Act  of  2013  or 
Senate  Bill  2795,  was 
onsored  by  Sen.  Angela 
ill  and  co-sponsored  by 
■nators  Phillip  Gandy,  Billy 
udson,  Tony  Smith,  and 
iris  McDaniel. 

The  original  intent  and 
ape  of  this  bill  was  to  require 
od  and  Drug  Administration 
DA)  standards  only  when  a 
ysician  administers  the  drug 
I486  for  elective  abortions 
'  for  reasons  other  than  to 


save  the  life  of  the  mother). 
RU486  is  also  popularly 
known  as  the  “abortion  pill,’ 
and  Mississippi  does  not  cur¬ 
rently  meet  FDA  standards  for 
administering  this  drug  for 
elective  abortions 

Why  is  it  important  that 
doctors  who  perform  these 
abortions  in  MS  follow  FDA 
guidelines  for  this  drug? 

First  of  all,  the  use  and  ac¬ 
cess  of  the  “abortion  pill’  for 
elective  abortions  is  on  the 
rise  and  there  is  no  reporting 


Do  Your  Part 


“Rrav  to  the  Lord  or 

THE  HARVEST  TO  SEND  OlIT 

workers  into  His  Harvest.’ 


5th  Annual  Great 
Commission  Conference 

./  7¥##tr  qf  Herira!  and  HeNrtcal 
Saturday,  March  SI*  A.  Sunday,  March  il* 

Providenc  e  Baptist  Church 

75  Providence  Road  ♦  Ja ye**,  MS  S9641 

Call  (Ml)  833-3053  for  more  info 
e-mail  PBCJayessftgmail.com  4a 

Find  us  on  Face  book®  **■ 

Registration  begins  at  10am  on  March  V* 

No  Registration  Costa  ♦  Door  Prizes  will  be  given. 

Complimentary  l  unch  and  Dinner! 

Nursery  provided  for  infants  and  toddlers! 
KldzKincdom  (ages  3-11)  with  special  guest 
illusionist  Michael  Cooper  and  Puppeteer  Lance  Moak 


Dr.  Larry 
Leblanc 


Dr.  Brett 
Golson 

Worship 
Leader 
Randy  Wood 

Featuring 
The  Smiths 


Dr.  Jim 
Futral 


Rev.  Matt 
Powell 


requirement  in  MS  to  moni¬ 
tor  the  administration  and 
adverse  effect  this  drug  is 
having  on  women.  But  more 
importantly,  not  only  are  in¬ 
nocent  lives  being  destroyed 
by  abortion-on- 
demand,  but  also  ^ 

the  lives  of  women 
using  this  drug  for 
elective  abortions 
are  at  risk  as  well. 

As  of  April  2011,  A  . 

2,200  adverse  V  “ 

events  of  the  use  of  Jm 

RU486  in  abor- 
tions  have  been 
reported  to  the 
FDA.  This  includes 
14  deaths,  612  with  Rot 
hospitalizations, 

339  required  blood 
transfusions,  and  256  infec¬ 
tions  with  48  being  severe. 

This  bill  does  not  sup¬ 
port  abortion,  but  it  does, 
however,  speak  to  the  type  of 
medical  care  women  should 
receive  who  do  have  an  abor¬ 
tion  for  reasons  other  than  to 
save  her  life. 

Pressure  to  weaken  the 
bill  was  put  on  legislators  by 
two  groups  of  doctors.  First,  a 
group  of  MS  OB-GYN  doctors 
affiliated  with  the  American 
Congress  of  Obstetricians  and 


with  Rob  Chambers 


Gynecologists  (ACOG)  who 
is  an  ardent  supporter,  activ¬ 
ist,  and  promoter  of  abortion 
and  friend  of  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood.  They  allegedly  claim 
that  this  bill  will  restrict  the 
use  of  these  types 
of  drugs  for  other 
(non-elective,  abor- 
tive)  purposes— to 
H  stop  post-partum 

|W  hemorrhaging,  for 

I  w  example.  This  is 

WW  not  the  case  with 

this  bill.  The  scope 
of  the  bill  is  elective 
abortions  only  and 
not  for  abortions 
or  other  medical 
hambers  reasons  to  save  the 
life  of  the  mother. 

The  MS  Medi¬ 
cal  Association  (MSMA)  also 
wants  to  amend  the  bill,  but 
their  reported  concern  is 
about  the  “unintended  con¬ 
sequences’  that  FDA  regula¬ 
tions  on  abortion  drugs  for 
elective  purposes  “might 
possibly  nave’  on  other  areas 
of  their  practice. 

So,  what  is  ethically  more 
important,  protecting  wom¬ 
ens  lives  who  are  actually  at 
risk  from  abortion  doctors 
prescribing  this  drug  against 
FDA  guidelines  for  elective 
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Legislature 


abortions  OR  safeguarding 
doctors  (who  don’t  perform 
elective  abortions)  because 
of  a  ‘possibility  of  unintend¬ 
ed  consequences”? 

Another  significant  factor 
related  to  this  bill  is  ‘telemed, 
or  webcam,  abortions.’  In  this 
technological  age,  a  woman 
can  have  access  to  a  medical 
abortion  using  the  ‘abortion 
pill’  via  the  internet. 

A  telemed  abortion  is  when 
a  woman  gets  the  abortion 
drug  only  after  an  internet 
based,  webcam  conversation 
with  an  abortion  practitioner. 
These  doctors  may  even  be 
out-of-state.  The  pregnant 
woman  is  not  required  to  have 
an  in-person  consultation 
with  a  doctor  which  the  FDA 
recommends  nor  is  there  a 
requirement  to  have  a  follow¬ 
up  with  the  doctor.  The  FDA 
recommends  a  consultation 
because  of  the  dangerous  ef¬ 
fects  and  use  that  RU486  has 
had  on  women. 

Abortion  providers  like 
Planned  Parenthood  practice 
“telemed’  abortions,  and  this 
bill  in  its  original  form  would 
make  it  illegal  for  Planned 
Parenthood  in  MS  because  it 
requires  a  physical,  face-to- 
face  consultation  in  the  imme¬ 
diate  presence  of  a  physician. 

Unfortunately,  on  Feb.  14, 
there  was  one  amendment  to 
the  bill  which  removed  the 
FDA  guidelines  for  adminis¬ 
tering  the  drug  RU486.  Sen. 
Brice  Wiggins  (R)  from  Jack- 
son  County  on  the  Gulf  Coast 
offered  this  amendment  at 
the  request  of  the  MS  Medical 
Association  (MSMA)  and  with 
the  support  of  Sen.  Dean  Kirby 
(R)  from  Rankin  Co. 

There  is  still  a  possibility  to 
strengthen  this  bill  in  the  MS 
House  and  for  both  legisla¬ 
tive  bodies  to  work  together 
to  restore  the  original  intent 
of  the  bill  and  to  address  valid 
concerns  physicians  who  do 
not  perform  elective  abortions 
may  have. 

To  stay  informed  and  to 
receive  email  updates  on  this 
and  other  legislation,  go  to 
www.ChristianAction.com  and 
enter  your  email  address  at 
the  bottom-center  of  the  home 
page  or  call  601-292-3329. 

Chambers  serves  as  consul¬ 
tant  for  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Christian  Action  Commis¬ 
sion.  He  can  be  contacted  at 
601-292-3331  or  rchambersia 
christianaction.com. 


Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Executive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27 

Cbnion,  MS  39060-0027 

(601)922-2242 


The  Interact  Club  from  Madison  Central  High  School  donated  Valentine  good¬ 
ie  bags  for  The  Baptist  Children's  Village  residents  on  all  seven  campuses. 

The  club  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Laura  Sue  McClure  has  made  this  an 
annual  project.  Interact  is  Rotary  International's  service  club  for  young  people 
ages  12  to  18.  Each  year.  Interact  clubs  complete  at  least  two  community  ser¬ 


vice  projects  which  help  students  leam  the  importance  of  developing  leader¬ 
ship  skills  and  personal  integrity,  demonstrating  helpfulness  and  respect  for 
others,  understanding  the  value  of  individual  responsibility  and  hard  work 
and  advancing  international  understanding  and  goodwill. 

Mr.tMrm.Peny  _a  ■■  I  \ 


Mr*.  Joy  kf.  Brown 


Ms.  Venus  Taylor,  owner  of  Angels  &  More  in  Pearl. 
MS,  donated  several  beautiful  framed  puzzles  to 
be  used  as  decor  on  our  many  campuses.  These 
will  be  a  lovely  addition  to  our  cottages. 

Phillip  t  Kathy  CoUina  Bob  t  Jan  Hammond 

Mr.  t  Mra.  Perry  Mrm.  Yvonne  Even* 

Atherton  Mr.  t  Mrm.  Kerby 

Sandy  Cottman  Evmnm 

Annie  Gone  Bobby  t  Jo  Fmirburn 

Dwelt)  t  Ellen  Cotton  Mr.  t  Mrm.  Perry 

Mine  Sarah  Mode  Atherton 
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often  are  we  caught  in  the  same  trap  as  Jo¬ 
nah?  For  whatever  reason,  things  do  not 
go  the  way  we  want  them  to,  andwhOe  we 


pfe  Scripture  tefls  us  that  Nineveh  was  a 
S  “£5*  city  and  it  was  "a  three-day  walk’(v^) 

JW  to  cover  the 
an  entire  city, 
of  The  mes- 
efl  sage  Jonah 
preached 
was  that 
Nineveh 
would  be 
overthrown 
in  in  40  days. 


Explore  the  Bi 

with  Huey  Dedmon 


actions  of  and  persistent  God  is  with  Jonah.  God  pro- 
God  toward  vides  Jonah  with  a  piant  to  provide  shade 
Nineveh  is  for  him  and  then  takes  it  away  to  show  Jo- 
not  what  we  nah  that  He  is  the  uoe  who  decided  to  show 
would  have  compassion  on  die  people  of  Nineveh.  Jo- 
expected,  es-  nah  had  no  right  to  be  angiy  over  the  plant 
peaaBy  after  or  His  dealings  with  Nineveh.  Our  job  is 
ellv  of  a  great  to  be  His  witnesses  to  all  people.  What  is 
other  chance,  it  going  to  take  for  us  to  care  for  people  as 
tey  to  the 'it'*  God  does? 
onah  became 

et  him  die.  In  Dedmon  is  Associate  Pastor  for  Edu- 
T  four  times  catkm/Outreach  at  Brandon  Church, 


yon.’ (Jonah  3: 2) 


pie  have  in  common.  We  aO  were  lost,  with¬ 
out  the  presence  of  God  in  our  lives.  The 
people  of  Nineveh  were  no  different  They 
were  lost  and  under  the  threat  of  God's 
judgment  God  called  Jonah  to  take  He 
message  of  judgment  and  hope  to  them. 


lies  for  Life 

fey  Brown 


proaching 
footsteps 
could  be¬ 
long  to  his 
execution¬ 
er.  As  you 


"  So,  what  part 
understand? 


knows  about  Timothy,  presenting  special 


THRU  A  nn  ing  wifti  us  and  have  a  number  of  Calhoun.  Copiah.  Covington/ Jef- 

1  *“'»*■  ■ML/ Vy  teams  in  the  field  that  are  not  in-  ferson  Davis,  Gulf  Coast  Jadwm, 

com.  from  p.  1  chided  in  that  75-count  volunteer  Pearl  River,  and  Yalobusha.  Other 

.  total,*  Gann  said.  units  are  on  standby. 

™mbns  were  currently  in  the  He  estimated  over  8,000  hot  "We  have  also  started  looking 
Hattiesburg  area  conducting  feed-  meals  have  been  prepared  by  to  the  future  and  planning  tor  the 
mg  operations,  chainsaw  opera-  the  Task  Force  as  of  the  Feb.  rebuilding  phase  of  the  response.' 
•mns.  debris  clearance,  and  blue  (g  evening  meal.  The  feeding  Gann  said.  "Well  need  construe 
UrP  placement  on  damaged  roofa.  unit  is  operating  00  the  campus  tion  supplies,  and  construction 
"The  Mississippi  Baptist  of  First  Church,  Petal,  which  personnel  an  a  rotating  basis,  for 
ctomches  in  the  Hattiesburg  area  was  undamaged.  an  ertimated  six  months." 

are  sane  of  the  best  organized  Among  the  assoriational  di  For  information  on  partidpat- 
and  trained  units  in  the  Task  saster  relief  units  that  have  been  ing  in  the  rebuilding  phase,  con- 

Force.  They  have  been  coonhnat-  activated  by  the  Task  Force  are  tact  Carol  Wright  in  the  MBCB 


Men's  Ministry  Department  P.O. 
Bax  530,  Jackson.  MS  39205- 
0530.  Telephone;  (6oi)  292- 
3334  or  toll  free  outside  Jackson 
(800)  748-1651.  ext  334.  E-mail: 
cwright^'mbcb.org  Web  site: 
www.mbdxorg. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board  is  accepting  finan¬ 
cial  donations  to  aaist  the  victims 
of  the  violent  weather,  dwells 


mail  donations  is  Mississipf 
fist  Convention  Board,  PC 
530  Jackson,  MS  39205 
On-line  donations  can  be  m 
http://mbcb.org/giving/. 

In-kind'  donations,  so 
food,  clothing,  or  equipmei 
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Just  for  the  Record 


In  other  Church  News: 


CHURCH.  PICAYUNE. 

recently  participated  in 
the  Sweet  Sleep  Mission 
Protect.  Money  rawed 
will  help  provide  nets, 
beds,  and  Bible*  for 
children  who  need  them. 
They  raised  over  $180. 
Mission  Friends  leaders 
arc  Tiffany  Ladner  and 
Sharon  McAmis.  Brian 
Tatum,  pastor. 


The  Fannie  Wilson  Sunday  School  class  of  WANILLA 
CHURCH.  LAWRENCE  COUNTY,  was  treated  to  a  Val¬ 
entines  Night  Out  at  Porches  Restaurant  in  Wesson.  The 
women,  all  senior  widows,  were  escorted  by  other  church 
members. 


2-3.  Registration  begins  Satur¬ 
day.  to  un.  Free;  door  peters; 


compiimaitary  lunch  and  linnff. 
KkfeKingriom  (ages  3  -  u)  with 
guest  illuionist  Michael  Cooper 
and  puppeteer  Lance  Moak.  Larry 
Leblanc,  Lrett  Gabon,  Jim  Futrsi, 
and  Matt  Powell  sneakers;  Ranch’ 
Wood,  worship  leader;  special 
music.  The  Smiths.  Call  (601) 
833-3053  far  more  information, 
emafl  PBCJayrasgigmsil  mm. 


►  Macedonia  Church,  Patel,  is 

hosting  its  3rd  annual  wild  game 
supper  Feb.  23,  6  -  8  p.m.  Free. 
Door  pines.  (Caleb  Miller,  Ja¬ 
mie  Bulger,  and  Hunter  Bulger, 


►  Hrat  Church,  Lienbarton,  is 

hosting  the  Florida  Boys  in  con¬ 
cert  Feb.  22, 7  pan.  Love  offering. 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

I  i n (I  it  in  tin-  <  )nr  who  is  Ihr  \\.i\  truth,  .uni  lilt*. 


I1.1t «  tlw.  lul  low  in'.;  |m.i\»  1  with  (.oil 
111  X  Olll  •  11  Will  fls 

»u,  <1  hair  sinned  ‘ 
i\  riirss  lot  mix  sins 
.mil  iirnlimi  1 1  oiii  Hemal  d«  ilh  I  »ej»eiil 


Danny  Scott  as  deacons.  Shown  are  Renfro,  pastor  Bryan  Rich¬ 
ardson,  Mika  Todd,  Robert  Fowlkes,  and  Scott. 


ROCK  BLUFF  CHURCH.  RANKIN  ASSOCIATION,  ordained 
Todd  Smith  as  deacon  Feb.  10.  Shown  a  re  Tommy  Johnson, 
Smith,  pastor  Donnie  Stuart,  and  Durwood  Anderson. 


FIRST  CHURCH.  WINONA,  licensed  Andrew  Chesteen  Feb. 
10.  Chesteen  is  a  student  at  Blue  Mountain  College.  Shown 
are  Billy  Chesteen.  John  Reuben  Chesteen,  Pam  Chesteen, 
Chesteen,  pastor  Chris  Aldridge,  and  Rhine  Chesteen. 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten.  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper  Ail  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing,  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  to 
the  address  below,  and  must  be  contained 
in  the  message  segment  c4  an  email  form. 
Due  to  increasing  virus  threats,  no  text 
attachments  will  be  accepted.  Photograph 
attachments  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who.  what.  whan,  where  details  of  the 
story,  along  with  a  contact  person  s  address 
and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
whits.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
either  email  CD  or  DVD.  Photos  must  be 
dear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted.  Cell  phone 
photographs  and  other  low  resolution  items 
are  generally  not  pubkshabie.  Photographs 
can  not  bo  returned  Please  do  not  attach 
photos  with  tape  or  staples. 

Al  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 
ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people.  No 
landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photo¬ 
graphs  will  be  printed .  News  items  and/ 
or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  News  items  and/or  photographs  de¬ 
picting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular  or 
outside  organizations  will  not  be  published. 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week 
prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will  be 
published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record.  P.0.  Bax  530.  Jackson.  MS 
39205-0630  FAX  (601)  292-3330.  Email: 
baptistrecordRmbcb.org. 


